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Iteport  of  tbe  n^edlcal  Officer  of  BealtI) 

1907. 


TO  TME  ^LVYOR,  ALDERMEN,  AND  COUNCILLORS  OE 
THE  BOROUGFl  OF  BURY  ST.  EDMUND'S. 

Gextlemex, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  fifth  Annual  Report  on 
matters  relating  to  the  public  health  of  Bury  St.  Edmund's.  The 
Local  Government  B)oard  directs  that,  besides  containing  an  account 
of  the  sanitary  condition  of  the  Borough  generally,  such  Reports 
shall  comprise  a summary  of  the  action  taken  for  preventing  the 
spread  of  disease  ; an  account  of  the  enquiries  made  as  to  con- 
ditions injurious  to  health,  and  the  action  taken  tliereon  ; a record 
of  the  supervision  exercised  over  dairies,  cowsheds,  milk  shops, 
factories  and  workshops,  and  other  places  that  the  Sanitar}^ 
Authority  has  power  to  regulate  ; and  tabular  statements  as  to 
sickness  and  mortality,  classified  according  to  diseases  and  locali- 
ties. 

As  in  previous  years  I have  divided  my  Rejjort  into  three 
parts  : — I.  Dealing  with  the  general  sanitaiy  condition  of  the 
Borough.  II.  Relating  to  the  Factories  and  Y'orkshops  Act, 
igoi.  III.  Dealing  with  vital  statistics. 

Through  the  kindness  of  the  Rev.  G.  Hales,  I am  able  to 
add  a few'  Meteorological  Notes,  wdiicli  are  of  interest  in  consider- 
ing the  healthiness  of  a locality  during  a given  period. 

Generally  speaking,  1907  may  be  regarded  as  having  been 
an  average  year  from  a sanitary  point  of  viewx  The  cold,  w^et 
spring  was  responsible  for  a good  deal  of  illness,  more  particularly 
among  the  aged  and  the  very  young  ; but  this  was  counter- 
balanced by  the  striking  absence  of  summer  disorders,  especially 
infantile  diarrhoea,  the  result  of  the  cool,  w'et  summer.  Detailed 
particulars  on  these  points  will  be  found  in  the  third  section  of 
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this  Report.  The  system  of  Sanitary  Inspection,  Isolation,  and 
Disinfection,  is  now  working  smoothly,  and  you  may  feel  satisfied 
with  the  manner  in  which  infection  has  invariably  been  arrested, 
and  also  with  the  very  signihcant  fact  that  not  a single  death  was 
certihed  during  the  r^ear  as  due  to  any  one  of  the  Notihable 
Diseases.  This  is  the  first  occasion  upon  which  I have  been  able 
to  find  this  eminently  satisfactory  fact  recorded. 


METEOROLOGICAL  NOTES,  1907. 

BY  THE  Rev.  G.  Hales,  M.A. 

(From  observations  taken  at  6,  Westgate  Street). 


Bavoinetev  (reduced  to  Sea 
level  and  32  deg.  Fah.) 
from  TO  a.m.  rea. (lings  ; 


Highest  31.2  in.  (January  23rd). 
Fewest  2Q  in.  ( Hecember  13th  i. 


perci tnre-~-  degj'ees  (September  i3,th.)- 

Minimum  13  ,,  (February  8th j. 

■'^Rainfall — Total  fall  25.54 

Above  average  by  .54  in. 

Greatest  fall  in  one  day  .97  in.  (May  14th). 
Number  of  days  on  which  rain  or  snow  fell  21 1, 
„ „ „ snow  fell  9. 

Wind — Prevailing  directions.  S.W.  and  S. 


; following 

table  gives 

the  Rainfall  for  each  month 

in  the  year  : — 

January 

1.60  in. 

May 

3.49  in. 

September 

.52  in. 

February 

1.69  ,, 

June 

2-57  .. 

October 

2.63  ,, 

M arch 

1.09  ,, 

July 

2.12  ,, 

November 

2-4.5 

April 

2.3t  .. 

August 

2.02  ,, 

December 

3‘05  ,, 
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GEOLOGICAL  NOTE. 

'The  GeoL)gica[  construction  of  the  soil  underlying  the 
l)or()ugh  is  simple,  d'he  subsoil,  which  consists  of  chalk  of  C(3n- 
siderable  thickness,  comes  to  the  surface  in  few  places,  but  may  be 
reached  at  no  great  deptli  in  the  greater  part  of  the  Municnpal  area, 
ddie  higher  levels  are  made  up  of  beds  of  gravel  and  brick-earth  of 
varying  deptlis.  l lie  soil  genera] Iv  is  fairly  porous  in  character. 
'Idle  general  trend  of  the  drainage  of  the  inhabited  area  is  toward 
the  Rir'er  Lark. 


DLMOGRAk’HICAL  Sd'AddSddCS. 

Eiiiiinerated  Population  at  the  Census  of  VJ(J1  ...  16255 

Estimated  Lopulation  in  the  middle  of  ipoy-'-'  ...  16S10 

Area  in  Statute  Acres  ...  ...  ...  -934 

Density  of  Population  ...  ...  ...  5.72 

1\ a tea  bp  N'ali.w,  /.  b6,pss  '|S.  bd. 

Total  JPrths  ill  ICC  ...  ...  ...  ...  35Q 

Rate  per  r,ooo.  ...  ... 

'Idle  Birth-rate  for  1905  was  21. 86. 

Average  for  ten  years,  1897- i()o6,  •••  ••• 

Total  Deaths  in  1007  ...  ...  ...  ...  285 

Rate  per  1,000.  ...  ...  ib.95 

Or  omitting  deaths  of  non-residents  (-|8j  ...  14.09 

ddie  Dea-th-rate  for  1906  was  12.96. 

Average  for  ten  years,  1897-1906  ...  ...  i4-75 


*The  estimated  population,  liowever  carefully  worked  out,  is  usually  found  to  be  erroneous, 
and  consequently  vital  statistics  do  not  generally  possess  the  value  they  deserve.  Were  a quin- 
quennial census  to  be  undertaken,  this  e\'il  would  be  reiluccd,  and  1907  would  have  witnessed  an 
accurate  adjustment  of  all  such  returns. 


I. 


GENERAL  SANEFARY  CONDEFION  OF  THE 

BOROUGH. 


House 
Accom  mo= 
dation 
for  the 
Working 
Classes. 


Like  practically  all  other  provincial  towns  in  this 
country,  FTiry  vSt.  Edmund’s  contains  many  dwelling's 
Avhich  are  lar  from  satisfying  modern  requirements. 
There  are,  in  some  of  the  older  courts  and  alleys, 
houses,  the  closing  of  wdiicli  would  be  of  undoubted 
benelit.  d'liey  are  tenanted  b}’  a population  which 
is,  unfortunately,  too  poor  to  enable  private  enterprise 
to  provide  it  with  better,  and  therefore  more  . ex- 
pensive homes.  Everything  that  can  be  done  to  render 
tliese  houses  as  healthy  and  wholesome  as  possible 
is  the  first  care  of  tiie  Sanitary  Authority.  I would 
instance  the  Avidening  and  paAung  of  the  approacli  to  the 
Fdnefields.  Those  of  you  Avho  liaAm  visited  this  quarter 
since  this  improA^ernent  Avas  carried  out,  cannot  fail  to 
have  been  struck,  not  onlv  Avith  the  increased  cleanliness 
of  the  dwellings,  but  AAnth  the  change  for  the  better  in  the 
personal  appearance  of  the  tenants.  People  liA^e  almost 
unconsciously  up  to  the  leA-el  of  their  surroundings,  and 
the  results  in  this  instance  encourage  the  hope  that  all 
available  public  and  priAvate  resources  may  be  devoted  to 
such  beneficial  Avorks.  Ncav  dAvellings  continue  to  be 
erected  in  tlie  Avestern  part  of  the  Borough,  and  the  'Foavii 
Council,  acting  on  the  advice  of  the  Borough  Sui'Amyor, 
ensures  that  all  these  are  modelled  on  the  best  possible 
lines.  The  neAv  Building  Bye-laAvs  Avhich  received  the 
approval  of  the  Local  Government  Board  during  the 
year,  have  greatly  facilitated  the  task. 


Except  in  a few  of  the  oldest  Courts,  there  is  a 
sufficiency  of  open  space  round  tliis  class  of  dAvelling. 

Sewerage  The  drainage  of  the  toAvn  is  carried  by  seAvers  con- 
Drainage.  i^ected  Avitli  a main  to  the  Sewage  Fkirm  at  West  StoAv, 
62"  miles  away.  During  the  year  under  revieAv,  there  has 
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Report  on 
the  Repair 
of  Main 
Outfall 
Sewer. 


been  much  less  heard  of  the  Sewage  Farm — good  evi- 
dence, in  iny  opinion,  that  those  responsible  for  its  work- 
ing, have  succeeded  in  maintaining  it  in  a satisfactorv 
condition.  Their  wdllingness  to  visit  the  spot  at  any 
li(Uir  of  the  dav  or  night  to  investigate  the  cause  of  anv 
smell  that  may  be  reported,  wmuld  seem  to  have  removed 
the  difficulty  that  has  previously  existed. 

At  the  meeting  of  the  Sewerage  and  Irrigation 
Committee,  held  upon  March  5th,  1907,  the  Borough 
Survevor  reported  that  an  enormous  quantity  of  clear 
Avater  wms  passing  dowm  the  main  sewer,  and  that  diffi- 
culty had  been  experienced  in  dealing  wdtli  it  at  the  Farm. 
The  Survevor  attributed  the  extra  flow  to  leakage  of 
subsoil  water  into  the  sewer  in  Pigeon  Lane,  and  he  was 
instructed  to  make  investigations  and  report  thereon. 

At  the  following  meeting  of  the  Council  the  Surveyor 
submitted  his  report,  in  Avhich  he  stated  that  about 
1,000,000  gallons  of  sewage  Avas  floAving  to  the  Farm 
each  day,  and  this  equalled  twice  the  normal  hoAv,  and 
the  quantity  (T  liquid  in  excess  Avas  sufficient  to  cover  10 
acres  of  land  to  a depth  of  i inch. 

The  report  then  explained  an  original  method  of 
repairing  the  seAver  at  a cost  of  £2^0  per  mile,  but  as  the 
system  had  not  been  previously  tried,  the  Surveyor  asked 
the  Council’s  permission  to  experiment  upon  a short 
length  in  order  to  test  the  practicability  of  the  scheme, 
and  this  Avas  agreed  to. 

The  Surveyor’s  method  of  procedure  may  be  shortly 
described  as  follows  The  portion  of  sewer  to  be  repaired 
Avas  divided  into  lengths  of  about  50  yards,  and  shafts 
sunk  from  the  ground  level  to  the  crown  of  the  seAver,  and 
a portion  of  the  brick  arch  removed  to  obtain  admission 
to  the  interior.  In  addition  to  giving  access  to  the  sewer, 
the  shafts  Avere  also  designed  to  act  as  A^entilators,  and 
a constant  current  of  fresh  air  Avas  generated  thereby.  A 
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temporary  conduit  of  stoneware  pipes  was  formed  on  the 
surface  of  the  ground,  and  a pumping  plant,  consisting  of 
a portable  engine  and  6 inch  centrifugal  pump,  installed 
at  the  highest  point  of  the  portion  of  sewer  proposed  to 
he  repaired.-  d'he  sewage  wms  then  pumped  to  ground 
level  and  conducted  through  the  pipes  for  a distance  of 
about  200  yards,  where  it  again  entered  the  sewer. 

By  this  means  the  sewage  wais  temporarily  diverted 
from  the  length  of  sewer  undergoing  repairs.  A careful 
inspection  revealed  the  fact  that  many  of  the  mortar 
joints  wmre  defective,  and  the  subsoil  water  was  being 
forced  through  numerous  holes.  The  bricks  forming  the 
sewer  were  as  a rule  of  good  quality  and  in  excellent 
preservation,  but  the  concrete  surrounding  the  external 
brickwork  was  found  in  several  places  to  be  dehcient  in 
quality,  and  insufficient  in  quantity. 

The  chief  difficulties  to  contend  with  were  (a)  the 
restricted  space  in  which  the  men  had  to  w'ork,  the  sewer 
being  oval  in  shape,  30  inches  high  and  20  inches  wide  ; 
(]))  the  pressure  of  the  subsoil  water  ; (c)  and  the  fact  that 
in  case  of  storms  it  would  be  necessary  to  bring  the  sewer 
into  use  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

The  first  difficulty  wms  overcome  to  a large  extent  by 
providing  each  man  with  a long  narrow  platform  upon 
Avhich  he  could  rest  in  a reclining  position  and  be  quite 
free  from  the  vmter  on  the  invert  of  the  sewer. 

The  brickwork  being  under  the  pressure  of  subsoil 
water  it  was  obviously  impossible  to  rake  out  and  point 
the  joints  in  the  ordinary  manner,  as  the  cement  would  be 
forced  and  wxished  out  before  it  had  time  to  set.  After 
making  various  experiments  the  Surveyor  hnally  decided 
to  use  a material  knowm  as  “ lead  wool,”  consisting  of 
hnely  shreaded  lead,  and  a special  cement  for  making 
good  the  joints. 
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Wlierever  the  joints  were  found  defective  the  cement 
mortar  was  cut  out  ^vith  chisels  specially  designed  for  tlie 
work,  to  a depth  of  3 inches.  A strand  of  lead  wool  was 
then  forced  between  the  bricks  and  w^ell  caulked  until  it 
became  a solid  mass,  which  counteracted  the  pressure  of 
the  subsoil  waiter,  and  thus  allowed  a sound  joint  to  be 
made  with  cement.  As  Portland  Cement  wars  too  slow 
setting  if  mixed  in  the  ordinary  manner,  a solution  of 
silicate  of  soda,  or  “ water  glass,”  was  substituted  for  water, 
thus  modifying  the  chemical  composition  of  the  cement 
and  giving  it  the  property  of  setting  quite  hard  in  a few 
minutes.  The  importance  of  this  will  be  appreciated 
when  it  is  realised  that  a thin  him  of  wmter  was  constantly 
trickling  over  the  interior  surface  of  the  brickwmrk,  and 
further  that  in  case  of  a storm  it  wmuld  be  necessary  to 
utilise  the  sewer. 

As  the  scheme  proceeded  it  was  found  that  practically 
all  difficulties  which  occurred  had  been  provided  for,  and 
no  important  modifications  of  the  original  scheme  had  to 
be  made. 

At  the  May  Council  Meeting  the  Surveyor  received 
instructions  to  proceed  with  the  work,  and  the  scheme 
was  commenced  forthwith,  and  completed  upon  12th 
October.  The  portion  repaired  extended  from  Aldridge 
Cottages  at  Fornham  All  Saints,  to  Messrs.  Gough’s 
Malting  near  the  Borough  boundary,  the  total  length 
being  5,070  feet. 

In  March,  1907,  the  minimum  depth  of  water  flowing 
down  the  sewer  during  the  night  at  a point  near  the 
Farm  measured  8f  inches,  which  is  equivalent  to  allow  of 
627,700  gallons  per  24  hours  ; at  the  completion  of  the 
scheme  the  depth  of  wmter  at  the  same  point 
measured  5 inches,  equivalent  to  a daily  flow  of  198^300 
gallons.  The  reduction  effected  was  therefore  429,400 
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gallons  per  day,  and  this  quantity  amounts  to  nearly 
1^2  times  the  amount  of  water  supplied  to  the  town. 

Wherever  possible,  the  main  drainage  of  the  town  is 
extended,  and  a sustained  effort  is  being  made  to  abolisli 
the  remaining  cess-pools. 

d'he  number  of  cess-pools,  house-drains,  Sic.,  cleaned, 
trapped,  or  ventilated,  was  41  ; there  were  4 new 
wxc.’s  provided  ; and  4 w.c.’s  were  supplied  wdth 
water.  During  the  year,  the  Town  Council  wdsely 
decided  to  allow  a free  water  supply  to  one  w.c.  in  each 
house — a step  which  has  been  consistently  urged  for 
several  years  past.  There  can  be  no  doubt  of  the  sanitar}- 
advantages  which  this  will  confer  on  the  town  at  large.  ■ 

House  refuse  is  collected  daily  in  the  central  and 
business  portions  of  the  town,  and  twice  a week  else- 
where, the  work  being  carried  out  under  the  supervision 
of  the  Borough  Surveyor.  Refuse  carts,  specially  designed 
by  him,  are  employed,  and  the  refuse  is  conveyed  outside 
the  town  to  be  deposited  on  refuse-tips  provided  in  suitable 
positions.  It  is  safe  to  say  that  the  ensuing  year  will 
witness  the  erection  of  a Refuse  Destructor  to  replace 
these  tips.  Without  going  very  deeply  into  the  question 
it  will  suffice  to  say  that  tips  which  allow  of  “ pickings  ” 
in  the  shape  of  rags,  bones,  skins,  &c.,  being  sorted  out 
and  brought  back  into  the  town  could  not  be  regarded  as 
clean  or  sanitary.  I consider  the  erection  of  a Destructor 
the  greatest  work  the  Council  have  undertaken  in  recent 
years,  and  the  care  and  thought  bestowed  upon  its  erection 
by  the  Surveyor  warrant  the  belief  that  it  will  be  found, 
not  only  a great  sanitary  improvement,  but  an  economical 
factor  in  considering  the  power  it  is  likely  to  supply  for 
el  ec  t r i c - 1 i gh  t in  g. 

The  town  derives  its  water  supply  from  a well  100 
feet  deep  in  the  chalk,  pumping  being  carried  out  by  an 
electric  motor,  supplemented  by  a wind  engine.  There 
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are  two  reservoirs,  which,  with  the  pumping-plant,  are 
under  the  direct  control  of  the  Surveyor.  The  supply  has 
been  abundant,  and  the  quality,  as  usual,  of  quite 
exceptional  purity.  The  metliods  of  storage  and  distri- 
bution render  the  supply  as  free  from  the  risk  of  pollution 
as  it  is  possible  to  make  it.  In  1904  was  begun  the  task 
of  systematically  analysing  the  water  in  the  wells  scattered 
throughout  the  towm.  In  1907  this  excellent  work  has 
been  completed.  During  the  four  years  in  question,  all 
the  wells  that  were  found  unsatisfactory  w’^ere  condemned 
and  closed,  the  town  water  being  supplied  to  upwards  of 
60  dwellings  previously  supplied  from  polluted  sources. 
There  is  now  good  reason  to  believe  that,  except  for 
possible  accidental  pollution  in  the  case  of  the  few 
remaining  w^ells,  the  Council  has  secured  a perfectly 
pure  water-supply  throughout  the  Borough. 

Lodging-Houses.  Two  lodging-houses  registered 
under  Clause  76  of  the  Public  Health  Act  of  1876  exist, 
and  have  been  kept  under  supervision,  and  regularly 
reported  on. 

Slaughter-Houses.  These  premises,  16  in  number, 
have  been  regularly  and  systematically  inspected.  It  is 
satisfactory  t(_)  note  that  they  have  in  respect  of  flushing, 
drainage,  and  general  cleanliness  shown  a very  marked 
improvement  in  the  last  few  years,  and  their  condition 
during  the  year  has  left  nothing  to  be  desired.  I have  had 
under  consideration  the  Recommendations  of  the  Com- 
mittee on  Humane  Slaughtering.  I^ublic  opinion  is  very 
alert  on  this  question,  and  the  spread  of  information  on 
such  a subject  is  welcome.  d'he  establishment  of 
municipal  abattoirs  would  seem  the  readiest  remedy  for 
the  evils  that  exist  in  crowded  centres,  but  I have  seen  so 
striking  an  improvement  in  the  slaughter-houses  of  Bury 
St.  Edmund’s  during  the  past  five  years,  that  I am  no 
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longer  inclined  to  deprive  the  existing  establishments  of 
the  privilege  they  have  learned  to  respect. 

Dairies^  Cowsheds  and  Milk  Shops  have  been  regularly 
and  systematically  inspected.  At  the  end  of  1906,  in 
response  to  a request  from  the  Local  Government  Board, 
the  Council  called  for  a detailed  report  on  these  premises, 
with  a view  to  ascertaining  the  extent  to  wdiich  the 
Council’s  order  in  respect  of  them  complies  with  the 
Model  Bye-laws  (series  xix.),  issued  by  the  Board.  A 
lengthy  inspection  was  made  by  Mr.  Reeman,  the 
Council’s  Veterinary  Inspector,  and  myself,  and  a Report 
in  the  terms  called  for  was  presented.  The  inspection 
conhrmed  my  previous  impression  of  the  generally  satis- 
factory condition  of  the  premises  in  question,  and  it  is 
satisfactorv  that  the  Local  Government  Board  have  not, 
during  the  intervening  year,  considered  it  necessary  to 
recommend  a revision  of  the  existing  order. 

Offensive  Trades. — No  premises  licensed  under  this 
heading  exist. 

The  number  of  complaints  received  during  the  year 
was  76.  These  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — Inspections 
wmre  made  in  every  case  ; 55  were  dealt  with  by  letter  ; 
in  ig  prelin]inary  notices  were  served;  and  2 required  a 
Statutory  notice.  No  prosecutions  were  called  for.  The 
result  in  every  case  was  to  remove  the  cause  of  complaint. 
The  number  and  results  of  the  independent  inspections 
made  will  be  found  in  the  Summary  supplied  by  the  Sani- 
tary Inspector  at  the  end  of  this  report. 

The  Notihcation  Act  is  in  force  in  the  Borough.  75 
cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  about  the  average. 
Practically  half  the  number  relate  to  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever — 37.  This  disease  has  at  no  time  assumed  anything 
like  an  epidemic  character,  but  the  absence  of  an  organised 
system  of  isolation  in  the  rural  districts  surrounding  the 
town  renders  it  very  difficult  to  stamp  out. 
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There  were  only  eight  cases  of  Diphtheria  notified,  a 
striking  reduction  on  iirevious  years.  The  Town  Council 
supplies  Antitoxin  free  in  all  suitable  cases,  and  to  its 
prompt  and  liberal  use  for  contacts  is  due  the  fact  that, 
for  the  second  year  in  succession,  the  infection  has  never 
spread  beyond  the  first  case  notified.  Sixteen  cases  of 
Erysipelas  were  notified.  1 have  for  several  years  past 
pointed  out  that  tlie  notification  of  this  disease  is  now 
unnecessary,  and  it  is  satisfactory  that  several  public 
authorities  hawe  lately  expressed  the  opinion  that  the 
Local  Government  Board  should  remove  it  from  the  list 
of  notifiable  diseases.  There  have  been  eleven  cases  of 
Enteric  Fever  ; three  of  them  were  in  the  General 
Hospital  ; three  occurred  in  one  family  in  Whiting  Street, 
where  no  original  cause  could  be  detected,  but  where 
infection  was  undoubtedly  spread  in  the  household  from 
the  first  case  ; one  case  was  of  extraneous  origin  (Aider- 
shot)  ; in  the  remaining  four  it  was  not  possible  to  trace 
the  source  of  infection.  Several  of  the  cases  removed  to 
the  Isolation  Hospital  were  of  a very  severe  type,  but 
fortunately  no  deaths  occurred  ; in  fact,  there  were  no 
deaths  certified  as  due  to  anv  of  the  notifiable  diseases — a 
most  satisfactory  result  of  the  year’s  work,  considering 
the  number  and  severity  of  those  which  are  usually 
responsible  for  addition  to  the  zymotic  death-rate. 

In  igo6,  the  Council  adopted  a system  of  voluntary 
notification  for  cases  of  Tubercular  Disease.  Only  nine 
cases  were  notihed  during  the  year,  3 from  the  General 
Hospital,  and  4 by  myself.  It  is  useless  disguising  the 

’•r 

fact  that  the  system  has  proved  a failure  in  Bury  St. 
Ifdmund’s.  Patients  appear  to  dislike  the  process  of  being 
instructed  how  to  safeguard  themselves  and  their  friends 
from  the  dangers  of  the  disease,  and  medical  men  are 
obliged  to  respect  their  scruples.  Meanwhile,  the  death- 
rate  from  tuberculosis  continues  to  be  a disgrace  to  us  as 
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Isolation. 


an  intelligent  and  civilised  coniinunity.  The  Kingston 
Resolution  in  favour  of  Compulsory  Notification  has  re- 
ceived but  small  encouragement  from  the  Local  Govern- 
ment Board,  though  it  has  the  whole-hearted  support  of 
numerous  Councils  throughout  the  Kingdom.  If  those 
most  nearly  concerned,  viz.,  the  afflicted  and  their 
relatives,  will  not  realise  the  benelit  both  to  themselves 
and  to  the  community  arising  from  wider  instruction  and 
more  complete  control,  it  should  become  the  duty  of  the 
State  as  the  custodian  of  the  Public  Health,  to  insist  upon 
a limit  being  placed  to  the  ravages  of  a disease  which  is 
largely  preventible,  and  almost  invariably  spread  by 
either  ignorance  or  carelessness.  A reference  to  the  vital 
statistics  showdng  the  tubercular  death-rate  must  satisfy 
the  least  interested,  that  even  in  Bury  St.  Edmund’s  the 
subject  is  sufficiently  serious.  The  scarcity  of  proper 
sanatorium  accommodation  renders  the  treatment  of  these 
cases  difficult,  and  only  too  often  hopeless. 

There  are  two  Isolation  Hospitals,  one  wdth  accommo- 
dation for  20  patients,  and  reserved  entirely  for  cases  of 
Small  Pox.  It  has  not  been  in  use  during  1907.  The 
other,  which  has  accommodation  for  35  patients,  is  di- 
vided into  separate  wings  for  Scarlet  Fever,  Diphtheria, 
and  Typhoid  Fever.  During  1907,  48  cases  were  under 
treatment  in  the  Wards,  39  being  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever 
(2  notified  late  in  1906),  6 of  Enteric  Fever  and  3 of 
Diphtheria.  All  the  cases  wmre  discharged  cured — a 
satisfactory  record.  In  September  the  Matron  of  this 
Hospital  resigned,  and  the  vacancy  was  hlled  by  the 
appointment  of  Miss  K.  M.  Fitch. 

Hitherto  patients  have  been  charged  what  was  con- 
sidered a reasonable  sum  for  maintenance  and  nursing, 
but  it  is  probable  that  before  the  end  of  190S  the  Hospital 
will  be  free  to  all  ratepayers. 


*This  has  since  been  decided  upon 
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J)isiufcction  is  carried  out  by  means  of  formaline 
lamps  in  all  dwellings,  and  by  a “ Washington  I.yons  ” 
Disinfector  at  the  Isolation  Ilosin’tal  for  the  treatment  (d 
clothing,  Ijedding,  tK:c. 


Food  and 
Drugs  Act. 


ruder  this  Act,  28  Samples  were  taken,  one  more  than 
last  year,  the  list  being  made  up  as  follows  : — 

Milk  ...  ...  II  Lime  .Tuice  ...  i 

Butter  ...  ...  9 Malt  \hnegar  ...  i 

Jam  ...  ...  2 Coffee  ...  ...  i 

Camphorated  Oil  2 Pepper  ...  ...  i 


All  the  samples  were  found  genuine,  good  evidence, 
in  my  opinion,  tha.t  adulteration  is  little  to  be  feared. 
Now  that  the  expense  arising  from  the  systematic 
examination  of  the  wells  has  ceased,  I hope  to  be  able  to 
raise  the  number  of  samples  under  this  heading  to  the 
recognised  standard  of  2 per  thousand  of  population  in 
each  vear. 

j 

To  summarise,  if  one  may  judge  by  the  absence  of 
epidemic  disease,  and  by  the  recovery  of  all  the  cases  of 
notifiable  diseases ; b\Mhe  completion  of  the  scrutiny  of  the 
water-supply  from  the  wells  ; by  the  granting  of  a free 
water-supply  for  Sanitary  purposes;  and  by  the  Council’s 
resolution  to  erect  a Refuse  Destructor,  1907  must  be 
regarded  as  having  been  particularly  fruitful  in  Sanitary 
enterprise,  energy,  and  results. 


II.  FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS  ACT,  1901. 


The  duties  of  Public  Health  Authorities  in  regard  to 
this  Act  continue  to  grow  more  complicated  and  more 
arduous  everv  vear.  In  large  industrial  towns  wdiere 
officials  are  employed  to  give  their  wdiole  time  to  Public 
Health  matters,  the  services  of  an  additional  clerk  are  a 
simple  solution  of  the  problem  of  increased  duties.  But 
in  smaller  centres,  like  our  own,  such  a remedy  could  not 
easily  be  applied,  yet  the  rate  at  which  the  mass  of  details 
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relating  to  inspections,  notices,  home-work,  and  workers, 
has  grown  in  the  past  year,  renders  the  duties  of  the 
oKicials  concerned  so  dirficult  that  some  assistance  will 
be  required  if  the  work  is  to  continue  to  be  properly  done. 

(i.)  'bliere  are  two  Faclorics  in  Avhich  40  or  more 
persons  are  employed.  They  have  been  systematically 
inspected  in  respect  of  cleanliness,  A^entilation,  sanitary 
conveniences,  and  means  of  escape  in  case  of  fire,  and 
found  to  be  satisfactory. 

Twenty-one  Workshops  and  four  Factory  Laundries 
registered  under  this  Act  have  been  regularly  visited  and 
kept  under  supervision. 

There  are  also  55  Work- places  Avhich  have  been 
systematically  inspected  during  the  year. 

(2.)  Thirty-  seven  Bakehouses,  including  one  specially 
licensed  “ underground  bakehouse,”  has  been  regularly 
inspected.  As  a general  rule,  their  condition  has  been 
satisfactory.  In  a few  cases,  lime-Avashing  has  been 
delayed  beyond  the  time  at  Avhich  it  Avas  due,  and  b}"  a 
special  resolution,  the  Council  has  ordered  a notice  to  be 
serA'ed  on  the  occupiers  of  all  these  premises,  draAving 
their  attention  to  the  requirements  of  the  Act.  The 
notice  has  contained  an  extract  dealing  Avith  the  point  in 
question,  and  should  in  future  prevent  this  disobedience. 

(3.)  The  premises  Avhere  Home  Work  is  carried  out 
have  been  kept  under  supervision. 

(4.)  There  are  135  Out -Workers  on  the  list  kept  by 
the  Sanitary  Inspector,  and  these  have  been  systematically 
visited  and  kept  under  observation  as  regards  cleanliness 
and  freedom  from  infectious  disease. 

(5.)  The  Register  of  Workshops  is  carefully  kept,  and 
is  believed  to  be  complete.  The  number  on  the  list  is  163 
(v.  Table  4.) 

The  Tables  giving  particulars  required  by  the  Act 
folloAv  : — ■ 
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orm  572.  Nov.,  1906.  1.— INSPECTION. 

Including  Inspections  made  by  Sanitary  Inspectors  or  Inspectors  of  Nuisances. 


PREMISES. 

Number  of 

Inspections. 

Written  Notices. 

Prosecutions. 

I 

2 

3 

4 

1 Factories 

15 

Nil 

Nil 

(Including  Factory  Eaundries) 

! Workshops 

50 

1 } 

> » 

1 (Including  Workshop  Laundries) 

Workplaces  ... 

no 

} ) 

) f 

(Other  than  Outworkers’  premises 
j included  in  Part  3 of  this  Report) . 

Total 

175 

» > 

f t 

2.  — DEFECTS  FOUND. 


PARTICULARS. 


Nuisances  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  : — * 

Want  of  cleanliness  ... 

Want  of  ventilation  ... 

Overcrowding  ... 

Want  of  drainage  of  floors 

Other  nuisances 

-.L  ( insufficient 

fSanitary  accom-  •,  , , j r i- 

‘ j T - unsuitable  or  detective 

modation  , . r 

( not  separate  lor  sexes 

Section  22  not  adopted  ; standard  adequate. 

Separate  accommodation  for  the  sexes  is 

insisted  upon. 

Offences  under  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act: — 

Illegal  occupation  of  underground  bake- 
house (s.  lOl) 

Breach  of  special  sanitary  requirements  for 
bakehouses  (ss.  97  to  100)  ... 

Other  offences  ... 

(Excluding  offences  relating  to  outwork 
which  are  included  in  Part  3 of  this 
Report). 

Total  ... 


Number  of  Defects 


Found. 

2 


2 

Nil 


2 

Nil 


Remedied. 

3 


2 

Nil 


2 

Nil 


Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector, 
4 


Nil 


Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tions. 


Nil 


^Including  those  specified  in  sections  2,  3,  7 and  8,  of  the  Factory  and  Workshop  Act  as  remedi- 
able under  the  Public  Health  Acts. 

fFor  districts  not  in  London  state  here  whether  Section  22  of  the  Public  Health  Acts  Amendment 
Act,  1890,  has  been  adopted  by  the  District  Council ; and  if  so  what  standard  of  sufficiency  and  suitability 
of  sanitary  accommodation  for  persons  employed  in  Factories  and  Workshops  has  been  enforced. 


HOME  WORK. 
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Outwork  in 
Infected 
Premises, 
Sections  109, 110. 

■(oil ‘601  CO 

suopoog)  snopnooso.Tj 

Nil 

0 

0 

•(Oil ’S)  sjopjo  i2 

g 

0 

•soouT3:(siTj 

Nil 

0 

0 

Outwork  in 
Unwholesome 
Premises, 
Section  108. 

•suopnoosojj  ^ 

g 

0 

•p9Aj9s  S9opo;q 

g 

0 

•S90UBJSIII  ;i; 

Nil 

c 

0 

•sosunojj  ,s.T93^JOA\vao  0 

JO  suopoadsuj  jo  joqiunjvi 

00  0 

rn 

<N 
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Outworkers’  Lists,  Section  107. 

1 

Prosecutions. 

'SlSTl 

puos  oj  Sui|re 

g 

0 

•SpT{  JO 
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- 0 
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Lists  received  from  Employers. 

Once  in  the  year. 

Outworkers. 

5 i 

i 

! 
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0 

0 

Lists. 

4 

Nil 

0 

0 

U 
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d) 

>> 

d> 
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'5 
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Outworkers  t 
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0 0 

(S 
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IN 

Lists.! 
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Nature  of  Work.* 
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Wearing  Apparel — 

Making,  &c.  ... 

Other  Work  ... 
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same  employer  the  same  outworker’s  name  will  often  be  repeated. 
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4.— REGISTERED  WORKSHOPS; 


Workshops  on  the  Register  (s.  131)  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

1 

N umber. 

2 t 

Stay  Eactory  ... 

1 

I 

Horse  Hair  Eactory  ... 

I 

Wearing  Apparel  Eactories... 

2 

Domestic  Workshops 

no 

Bakehouses 

37 

Mineral  Water  Eactories 

3 

Carriage  Eactories  ... 

3 

Garage... 

2 

Laundries 

4 

Total  number  of  Workshops  on  Register... 

163 

1 

5. -OTHER  MATTERS. 


CLASS. 

I 

NUMBER. 

a 

Matters  notified  to  H.M.  Inspectors  of  Factories  : — 

Failure  to  affix  Abstract  of  the  Factory  and  Work- 

shop  Act  (s.  133) 

. 

Nil 

Action  taken  in  matters  referred 

, Notified  by  H.M. 

by  H.M.  Inspector  as  reme- 

Inspector 

2 

diable  under  the  Public  Health  . 

Reports  (of  action 

Acts, but  not  under  the  Factory 

taken)  sent  to  H.M. 

and  Workshop  Act  (s.  5) 

[inspector  ... 

Nil 

Other  

... 

I 

Underground  Bakehouses  (s.  loi) 

Certificates  granted  during  the  year 

I 

In  use  at  the  end  of  the  year 

... 

I 

! 

January  22nd,  190^. 


ERNEST  STORK, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NOTE. — The  Factory  and  Workshop  Act,  lOOl  (s.  132),  requires  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in 
his  Annual  Report  to  the  District  Council  to  report  specifically  on  the  administration  of  that  Act  in 
workshops  and  workplaces,  and  to  send  a copy  of  his  Annual  Report,  or  so  much  of  it  as  deals  with 
this  subject,  to  the  Secretary  of  State  (Home  Office).  If  the  Annual  Report  is  presented  otherwise 
than  in  print,  it  is  unnecessary  to  include  in  the  copy  sent  to  the  Home  Office  the  portions  which  do 
not  relate  to  factories,  workshops,  laundries,  workplaces,  or  homework.  The  duties  of  Local 
Authorities  and  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  under  the  Act  of  1!)01  are  detailed  in  the  Home  Office 
Memorandum  of  December,  1!)04.  A further  Memorandum,  on  the  Home  Work  Provisions  of  the 
Factory  Act,  was  issued  to  all  District  Councils  and  Medical  Officers  of  Health  in  October,  1906. 


Births. 


It  will  be  seen  from  the  foregoing  that  as  compared 
with  1906,  the  total  number  of  inspections  has  increased 
by  172,  and  that  the  total  number  of  workshops  on  the 
Register  has,  owing  to  increased  stringency,  risen  from 
75  to  363.  It  is  satisfactory  to  be  able  to  state  that  em- 
ployers and  w^orkers  alike  have  assisted  readily  in  the 
difficult  work  whicli  has  arisen,  and  my  thanks  are  due 
to  the  former  particularly,  for  the  willingness  and 
courtesy  with  which  supervision  and  inspection,  frequently 
at  inconvenient  times,  have  been  received  by  them. 

III.  VITAL  STATISTICS. 

359  Births  have  been  registered  during  the  year  1907, 
as  compared  with  a ten  years’  average  of  400,  a heavy 
falling  off.  187  were  males  and  172  females.  In  St. 
Mary’s  Parish,  which  now,  for  the  purposes  of  birth 
registration  only,  includes  the  Thingoe  Union  Work- 
house,  without  distinction,  139  children  were  born,  in- 
cluding 77  males  and  62  females.  Of  the  139,  16  were 
illegitimate.  This  number,  of  course,  includes  certain 
illegitimate  children  born  in  the  Workhouse,  several  of 
wffiich  would  no  doubt  belong  to  St.  James’  and  to  out- 
side districts,  but  under  the  new  inclusive  registration  I 
am  unable  to  distinguish  between  them.  220  Births 
took  place  in  St.  James’  District,  no  males  and  no 
females,  including  7 illegitimate.  For  the  wdiole  town 
the  number  of  illegitimate  Births  for  the  year  stands  at 
23,  a considerable  reduction  on  the  figures  of  the  last 
year  or  two.  Thus  the  Birth-rate  for  1907  is  seen  to  be 
21.35,  against  an  average  for  the  preceding  decade  of 
24.17. 

The  total  Deaths  occurring  in  the  Borough  during 
the  past  year  w^ere  285,  of  wffiich  48  were  those  of  non- 
residents ; just  a shade  above  the  average  for  the  previous 


Deaths. 


/ nfantile 
Alortality. 
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ten  years  of  279.  One  non-resident  died  in  St.  Janies’ 
District,  and  47  in  the  Public  Institutions,  leaving  a nett 
number  actually  belonging  to  the  town  of  237.  This 
gives  a Death-rate  of  14.09  for  1907.  The  Deaths  took 
place  in  the  different  districts  as  follows : — 82  in  St. 
Mary’s  District,  120  in  St.  James’,  including  one  stranger, 
37  in  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  with  20  non- 
residents, and  46  in  the  Thingoe  Union  Workhouse, 
inclusive  of  27  not  belonging  to  the  town. 

Under  this  heading  I have  to  report  a slight  increase, 
the  total  number  of  Deaths  of  children  under  i year- 
being  40.  This  is  below^  the  ten  years’  average,  but  still 
this  number  has  not  been  exceeded  since  1902.  As  will 
be  seen  on  referring  to  the  table  showing  causes  of  Death, 
Whooping  Cough,  which  was  rather  prevalent  in  the 
earlier  part  of  the  year,  was  responsible  for  the  death  of 
8 Infants,  which  just  about  makes  up  the  increase.  Of 
the  40,  14  died  in  St.  Mary’s  District,  24  in  St.  James’,  and 
2 in  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital.  Infantile  Mortality 
thus  represents  14.03  per  cent,  of  the  Deaths  at  all  ages, 
and  the  rate  per  loco  Births  is  108.64,  against  an  average 
for  the  preceding  ten  years  of  105.5. 

The  following  table  shows  minutely  the  causes  of, 
and  ages  at.  Deaths  of  Infants  during  1907  : — 
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INFANTILE  MORTALITY  DURING  THE  YEAR  1907. 
Deaths  from  stated  Causes  in  Weeks  and  Months  under  One  Year 

of  Age. 
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All  Causes. 
Certified 
Uncertified 


8 
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3 
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3 I I 


I 3 I 36 
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Common  Infectious  Dis- 
eases. 

Small-pox 
Chicken-pox  ... 

Measles 
Scarlet  Fever... 
Diphtheria : Croup 
Whooping  Cough 
Diarriiaal  Diseases 
Diarrhoea,  all  forms 
Enteritis  [not  T uberculous) 
Gastritis,  Gastrointes- 
tinal Catarrh 
Wasting  Diseases. 
Premature  Birth 
Congenital  Defects  ... 
Injury  at  Birth 
Want  of  Breast-milk 
Atrophy,  Debility,  Ma- 
rasmus 

Tuberculous  Diseases. 
Tuberculous  Meningitis 
T ubercnlous  Peritonitis : 

Tabes  Mesenterica 
Other  Tuberculous  Dis- 
eases 

Erysipelas 
Syphilis 
Rickets 

Meningitis  [not  Tuber- 
culous) 

Convulsions 
Bronchitis 
Laryngitis 
Pneumonia 
Suffocation, overlaying 
Other  Causes 
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2 
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2 

2 

10 

10 

4 

I 

15 

4 

1 4 

4 

I 

3 

I 

I 

2 

I 

3 

39 

Population,  estimated  to  middle  of  1907,  i6,Sio. 
Births  in  the  year — legitimate,  336;  illegitimate,  23. 
Deaths  in  the  year  of  Infants— 39. 

Deaths  from  all  Causes  at  all  Ages,  237 


Senile 

Mortality. 


Zymotic 

Diseases. 


Phthisis 

and 

Pulmonary 

T^doercn- 

losis. 

Other 

Tubercular 

Diseases. 


Cancer. 


1 12  Persons  over  65  died  during  the  year,  29  in  St. 
Mary's  District,  45  in  St.  James’,  7 in  the  Suffolk  General 
Hospital,  31  in  the  ddiingoe  Union  Workhouse,  ddiis 
nuin])er  rejn'esents  39.29  per  cent.,  and  taken  together 
with  the  Infantile  Mortality,  53.33  per  cent,  of  the  whole. 
Of  the  total,  59  were  registered  as  due  to  vSenile  Jdecay. 
I'hese  figures,  and  those  dealing  with  Infant  Mortality 
(with  the  exception  of  the  Table,  which  shows  one  less, 
because  deaths  of  non-residents  are  not  included  in  it, 
as  required  by  the  Local  Government  Board),  are  based 
on  the  total  number  of  Deaths,  including  those  not 
belonging  to  the  Borough. 

No  Deaths  have  been  registered  during  the  wdiole  12 
months  as  occurring  from  any  of  the  Notifiable  Diseases. 
There  were  no  fatal  cases  of  Epidemic  Enteritis  among 
children,  a circumstance  probably  due  to  the  wet  summer 
season.  In  these  two  respects  1907  ranks  as  one  of  the 
healthiest  years  on  record. 

15  Deaths  have  been  registered  as  due  to  this  cause, 
including  one  non-resident  ; 8 in  St.  Mary’s  District,  6 in 
St.  James’,  and  i in  the  Thingoe  Union  Workhouse,  a 
stranger  to  the  town. 

These  have  been  responsible  during  the  past  3^ear  for 
7 Deaths,  including  i stranger.  These  were  registered  as 
follows  : — I in  St.  Mary’s  District,  i in  St.  James’,  and  i 
(a  stranger)  in  the  Workhouse,  due  to  General  Tuber- 
culosis ; one  in  the  Suffolk  General  Hospital,  due  to  Acute 
Miliary  Tuberculosis;  one  each  in  St.  Mary’s  and  St. 
James’  Districts,  due  to  Tubercular  Meningitis,  and  one 
in  St.  Mary’s  Parish,  due  to  Tabes  Mesenterica.  Deaths 
from  Tubercular  Diseases  taken  altogether  thus  represent 
9.28  per  cent,  of  the  total  Mortality. 

The  Deaths  certified  from  this  cause  number  16  ; 5 
in  St.  Mary’s  District,  7 in  St.  James’,  4 in  the  Suffolk 
General  Hospital,  including  2 non-residents. 
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Uncertified  ii  Deaths  have  been  registered  as  uncertified  by  a 
Deaths.  Medical  Practitioner,  with  regard  to  which  Inquests  were 
not  held.  These  were  attributed  to  the  following 
causes  : — -2  due  to  Premature  Birth,  4 to  Heart  Failure, 
I to  Senile  Decaqq  i to  Syncope,  i to  Perforate  Foramen 
Ovale,  I to  Heart  Disease,  and  i to  Pericarditis  and 
Heart  Failure. 

Inquests.  16  Inquests  have  been  held  during  the  past  12  months, 

at  which  the  following  verdicts  were  given: — “Suicide 
by  cutting  his  throat  during  temporary  insanity  ” ; 
“ Natural  causes,  no  violence  whatever  ” ; “ Suicide  by 
cutting  his  throat  with  a razor  whilst  of  unsound  mind  ” ; 
“ Natural  causes,  convulsions  ” ; “ Natural  causes  ” ; 
“ Injuries  caused  by  being  accidentally  drawn  into  drum 
of  threshing  machine  ” ; “ Accidental  death,  result  of 
injuries  received  by  a blow  from  a horse”;  “Natural 
causes,  no  violence  whatever”;  “Death  due  to  burns, 
no  evidence  to  show  cause”;  “Died  from  injuries  in- 
flicted by  a railway  train,  having  placed  himself  on  the 
line  during  temporary  insanity  ” ; “ Died  from  natural 
causes,  viz..  Heart  Failure,  and  from  no  violence  what- 
ever ” ; “ Accidental  Death,  result  of  being  run  over  by 
a cutting  machine  in  the  harvest  field  ” ; “ Natural 
causes,  no  violence  whatever  ” ; “ Accidental  Death, 

result  of  a fall  from  a bicycle  and  injuries  received  ” ; 
“Tetanus,  result  of  injuries  caused  by  accidental  fall 
from  a van  ” ; “ Natural  causes,  no  violence  whatever.” 

The  following  table,  which  includes  non-residents, 
shows  the  ages  at  which  the  deaths  have  occurred  in  the 
various  localities  : — 


AGES. 

St.  Mary’s 
Parish. 

Thingoe 

Union 

Workhouse 

Suffolk 

General 

Hospital 

Isolation 

Hospital 

Small- 

Pox 

Hospital 

St.  James’ 
Parish 

Total 

Deaths  under  I year 

14 

2 

■ 

24 

40 

Over  I & under  5 years 

6 

I 

2 

— 

— 

6 

15 

j » 5 > * 

15  .. 

2 

— 

4 

— 

— 

I 

/ 

„ 15 

25  .. 

5 

2 

I 

— 

• 

. 4 

12 

i(  25  *) 

65  .. 

27 

1 1 

21 

— 

— 

40 

99 

65  years  and 

upwards 

28 

32 

7 

45 

112 

Total 

82 

46 

37 

— 

— 

120 

285 

5 


The  following  table  is  a copy  of  that  required  to  be  forwarded 
to  the  Local  Government  Board,  to  the  Town  Clerk,  and  to  the 
Clerk  of  the  County  Council  : — 


CAUSES  OF,  AND  AGES  AT,  DEATH  DURING  YEAR  1907. 


CAUSES  OF  DEATH. 


Deaths  at  the  subjoined  ages  of  “ Residents  ” 
whether  occurring  in  or  beyond  the  District. 


All 

ages. 


I Under 
I year. 


I and  j 
under 
5- 


5 and 
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IS and 
under 
25- 


25  and 
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Small-pox  ... 

Measles 

— 

— 

— 

— 



— 

1 

— 

— 



Scarlet  fever 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 
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Whooping-cough... 
Diphtheria  and  membran- 
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Croup 
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Typhus 
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Other  continued  ... 

— 

— 

— 

. — . 

— 

— 

— 

— 



Epidemic  influenza 
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I 

— 

— 

Cholera 

Plague 

Diarrhoea  ... 



Enteritis  ... 
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— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Puerperal  fever  ... 

— 

— 
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— 

Erysipelas... 
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Other  septic  diseases 
l^hthisis  (Pulmonary  Tu- 
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14 
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1 1 
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I 

Other  tubercular  diseases 

6 
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2 

Cancer,  malignant  disease 

14 
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6 

8 

5 
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4 

Bronchitis 

14 

4 
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9 

6 

8 

3 

Pneumonia 
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2 

2 
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I 

Pleurisy 

Other  diseases  of  Respira- 

tory  organs 

Alcoholism  Cirrhosis  of 
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— 

— 

Liver 

3 
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2 
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I 

2 
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Venereal  diseases. . . ' ... 
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7 
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4 
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All  other  causes  ... 

128 
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2 
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62 

59 
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All  causes  ... 
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5 

10 

83 

87 
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tions  in  the  district. 
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COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 

1897 — 1907. 


1 

Births. 

Total  Deaths  Registered  in 
the  District. 

» 

-S 

■*-» 

(fi 

T3  ^ 
c;  0 

tn 

Nett  Deaths  at  all 
Ages  belonging  to 
the  District. 

S 

0 

U 

Under  i Year 
of  Age. 

At  all 

Ages. 

c . 

►— «<  4-» 

0 

r— < 

_Q  If) 

^ 0) 

(J)  -i-* 

C 5=^ 

Year. 

<U  0) 

S43 

0 

in 

d)  4) 

c 0 

.2 

+-» 

cd 

Q- 

0 

0. 

N umber. 

Rate. 

Number. 

Rate  per  1000  Births 
Registered. 

N umber. 

Rate. 

Total  Deaths  in  Pu 

tions  in  the  D: 

'cJ)  0 

u 

t— 1 

0 0 

in  ^ 

■s  ^ 
Scu 

Q.S 

Number. 

Rate. 

1897 

17,019 
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25.26 

54 

124.00 
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15.90 

43 

25 

246 

14.40 

! 

1898 

17,070 

451 

26.50 

312 

18.31- 

27 

16 

296 

17.40 

1899 

17.250 

412 

23.88 

45 

109.20 

305 

17.68 

66 

28 

277 

16.05 

1900 

17.300 

397 

22.92 

45 

113-35 

296 

17.10 

78 

35 

261 

15-08  j 

1901 

16,250 

396 

24.36 

41 

103-53 

247 

15.20 

58 

25 

220 

13-53 

1 

1902 

16,300 

336 

23.68 

58 

150-25 

333 

20.42 

70 

41 

292 

17.91 

1903 

16,360 

408 

2493 

38 

93-13 
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14.66 

67 

31 
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12.77 

1904 

16,480 
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23-36 

37 
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15-59 

61 

31 
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16.77 

76 

41 
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13.72 

1906 

16,740 
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21.86 

33 

90.16 
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15-65 

80 

45 

217 

12.96 

Averages 
for  years 
1897-1906 

16,738 

400 

24.17 

42 

105-5 

279 

16.73 

62 

32 

247 

_ 

14-75 

1907 

16,810 

359 

21-35 

40 

III. 42 

285 

16.95 

83 

47 

237 

14.09 

COMPARATIVE  STATISTICS. 
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ZYMOTIC  DISEASES  IN  THE  BOROUGH  DURING  1907. 


NOTIFIABLE 

DISEASE. 

Cases  Notified  in  whole 
Borough. 

Cases  No- 
tified in 

Cases  Re- 
moved to 
Hospital 
from 

At  all  Ages. 

Ages, 

St.  Mary’s 

Parish. 

St.  James’ 

Parish. 

Public 

Institutions. 

St.  Mary’s 

Parish. 

St.  James’ 

Parish. 

Public 

Institutions. 

under 

I year. 

I to  5 
years. 

5 to  15 
years. 

15  to  25 
years. 

25  to  65 
years. 

65  years  & 

upwards.  , 

Small-Pox 

Cholera 

— 

Diphtheria 

8 

— 

I 

4 

3 

— 

— 

3 

4 

I 

2 

I 

— 

Membranous  Croup  ... 

Erysipelas 

16 

I 

— 

— 

— 

12 

3 

7 

6 

3 

— 

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  ... 

37 

— 

22 

3 

5 

7 

— ■ 

9 

28 

— 

9 

28 

— 

Typhus  Fever... 

Enteric  Fever... 

II 

— 

— 

I 

7 

3 

— 

5 

3 

3 

5 

I 

— 

Relapsing  Fever 

Continued  Fever 

Puerperal  Fever 

3 

— 

— 

— 

— 

3 

— 

I 

2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Plague  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— • 

— 

Totals 

75 

I 

23 

8 

15 

25 

3 

25 

43 

7 

16 

30 
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SUMMARY. 


The  following  Table  contains  an  abstract  of  particulars 
taken  from  the  Inspector’s  ]k)oks,  and  comprises  a summary  in 
brief  of  tlie  practical  work  of  the  year  : — 

Ar)STRAC'r  OF  CASES. 

Ifntered  in  the  books  of  the  Inspector  for  the  year  1907. 


Number  of  complaints  receiv'ed  during  the  year 

76 

Number  of  houses  and  premises  inspected 

2425 

RESULTS  OF  INSPECTION. 

Houses  and  premises  repaired  and  whitewashed 

56 

Houses  disinfected  after  infectious  disease 

58 

Number  of  articles  of  clothing  and  bedding  disinfected  at  the  dis- 

infecting  chamber 

3500 

DEFECTIVE  DRAINS,  &C. 

House  drains,  cesspools,  &c.,  repaired,  cleansed,  trapped,  and 

ventilated 

41 

New  W.C.’s  provided 

4 

Supplied  with  water 

4 

MANURE  BINS,  ASHPITS,  &C. 

Removal  of  accumulations 'of  manure,  animal  and  other  refuse 

no 

WATER  SUPPLY. 

Number  of  cases  in  which  water  has  been  condemned 

I 

Fresh  supply  provided  ... 

20 

Wells  cleaned  out 

2 

BAKE  HoOSES. 

There  are  at  present  37  Bake  Houses  in  the  Borough,  which  have  been 

inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year,  and  on  the  whole  found  clean 

and  well  kept 

37 

MEAT  SUPPLY. 

No  report  of  unsound  meat  has  reached  me  during  the  year,  and  I 

consider  the  Meat  supply  in  general  of  excellent  quality. 

MILK  SUPPLY. 

Numbers  of  samples  of  Milk  were  taken  from  Milk  sellers’  carts  and 

shops  in  various  parts  of  the  town,  and  submitted  to  the  Public 

Analyst,  and  found  of  good  quality.  All  the  Milk  Shops  and 

Dairies  have  been  inspected  at  intervals  during  the  year,  and  found 

clean  and  well  kept  ... 

1 1 

FISH  SUPPLY. 

1 During  the  year  there  has  been  a good  supply  of  fish. 

30 


MISCELLANEOUS. 

Number  of  Lodging  Houses  registered  under  Clause  76  of  the  Public 

Health  Act,  1875 

2 

Over-crowding  abated 

2 

Removal  of  animals  improperly  kept 

5 

Licensed  Slaughter  Houses  inspected  at  intervals 

16 

FOOD  AND  DRUGS  ACT. 

Number  of  samples  taken  during  the  year 

28 

FACTORY  AND  WORKSHOPS. 

Factories  in  which  forty  or  more  persons  are  employed 

2 

Domestic  Workshops  have  been  inspected  at  intervals 

22 

Various  cases  of  sickness,  &c.,  brought  under  the  notice  of  the  Sanitary 

Authority,  and  steps  taken  to  remove  them  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital 

48 

Cases  of  Small-pox 

0 

Cholera 

0 

Scarlet  Fever,., 

37 

Diphtheria 

3 

Typhoid  Fever 

6 

Typhus  Fever  ... 

0 

Puerperal  Fever 

0 

Membranous  Croup 

0 

Measles 

0 

Chicken  Pox... 

0 

Legal  proceedings 

0 

ROBERT  KERRAGE, 

Inspector  of  Nuisances  for  the  Borough  of  Bury  St.  Edmund’s. 

31 


PATIENTS  ADMIFTED  TO 


ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


ST.  JAMES’  PARISH. 


Date  of 
Admission. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Class  of 
Patient. 

Result. 

Date  of  Discharge. 

1907. 

Jan. 

3 

M. 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

12 

February 

i » 

14 

M. 

8 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

22 

9 9 

1 1 

21 

M. 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

27 

1 ) 

Feb. 

2 

M. 

17 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

14 

March 

) > 

7 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

22 

9 9 

) 

8 

M. 

20 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

22 

> 1 

f f 

14 

M. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

22 

9 9 

t 9 

18 

F. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

14 

April 

i 

19 

M. 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

14 

March 

» 

26 

M. 

I 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

23 

April 

March 

5 

F. 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

t } 

8 

F. 

20 

Enteric  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

18 

March 

f > 

9 

F. 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

23 

April 

1 1 

12 

F. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

25 

» f 

f 9 

12 

F. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

25 

9 9 

P 9 

25 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

9 

May 

9 } 

26 

M. 

II 

Scarlet  Fever 

I’rivate 

Cured 

23 

April 

) 9 

28 

F. 

25 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

4 

May 

April 

4 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

18 

9 9 

1 

9 9 

8 

M. 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

18 

9 9 

1 

! * > 

1 1 

F. 

22 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

24 

9 9 

1 

16 

F. 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

28 

9 9 

1 ” 

20 

F. 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

3 

June 

May 

19 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

29 

9 9 

9 

2.5 

F. 

26 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

26 

9 » 

' t 

26 

M. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

2 

July 

June 

15 

M. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

18 

) 9 

) p 

15 

F. 

4 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

18 

9 9 

p P 

17 

M. 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

2 

August 

P 9 

20 

F. 

18 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

24 

July 

9 9 

22 

M. 

5 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

31 

July 

15 

M. 

3 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

7 

August 

9 9 

25 

M. 

15 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

29 

♦ » 

Aug. 

3 

F. 

6 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

16 

September 

Sept. 

6 

M. 

2 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

20 

9 9 

i Oct. 

7 

M . 

9 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

17 

November 

Dec. 

15 

F. 

13 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

1 Still  in 

9 9 

3^^' 

M. 

7 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

j Hspitl. 

i 

! 

Total,  38,  viz.  : — 36  Scarlet  Fever,  i Enteric,  i Diphtheria. 


J 
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PATIENTS  ADMITTED  TO  ISOLATION  HOSPITAL. 


ST.  MARY’S  PARISH. 


Date  of 
Admission. 

Sex. 

Age. 

Disease. 

Class  of 
Patient. 

Result, 

Date 

of  Discharge. 

1907. 

Feb.  9 

M. 

20 

Scarlet  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

12 

March 

..  27 

F. 

16 

Enteric  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

7 

May 

..  27 

F. 

1 1 

Enteric  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

24 

April 

i t 

M 27 

F. 

6 

Enteric  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

24 

March  9 

F. 

20 

Scarlet  Fever 

U.  Sanit’y 

Cured 

19 

March 

,,  18 

F. 

14 

Enteric  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

9 

May 

June  19 

M. 

22 

Enteric  Fever 

Pauper 

Cured 

6 

August 

Aug.  26 

F. 

29 

Diphtheria 

Pauper 

Cured 

9 

September 

30 

M. 

19 

Scarlet  Fever 

Private 

Cured 

1 1 

October 

Nov.  24 

F. 

12 

Diphtheria 

Private 

Cured 

10 

December 

Total  lo,  viz.  ; — 5 Enteric  Fever,  3 Scarlet  Fever,  2 Diphtheria. 
Total  number  of  cases  admitted  to  the  Sanitary  Hospital  during  1907 — 48. 


The  most  striking  feature  of  this  last  portion  of  my  Report 
is  the  continued  fall  in  the  Birth-rate,  that  for  1907  being  the 
lowest  of  which  I possess  records.  The  same  observation  holds 
good  for  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales  generally. 

Forty-eight  cases  were  admitted  to  the  Isolation  Hospital 
as  against  twenty-six  in  1906,  a far  larger  proportion  of  the  cases 
notified  having  sought  admission  ; indeed  all  the  cases  of  Scarlet 
Fever  notified  were  admitted,  a great  gain  in  securing  the  arrest 
of  this  tedious  disease.  The  abolition  of  the  charges  for  main- 
tenance should  still  further  extend  the  usefulness  of  the 
institution. 

In  conclusion  I would  express  my  indebtedness  to  all  my 
official  colleagues  for  their  valuable  assistance  wdienever  sought. 

To  the  Council  in  general,  and  the  Public  Health  Com- 
mittee in  particular,  I wxruld  tender  my  thanks  for  their  invariable 
kindness  to  me,  during  a year  in  which,  but  for  their  support,  my 
duties  would  have  been  exceptionally  difficult. 

I have  the  honour  to  remain.  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

ERNEST  STORK, 

Bury  St.  Edmund's,  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

February,  190S. 


